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become, for the first time in its history, a formidable State
under the rule of its great duke, Boleslav the Mighty (992-
1025). Taking advantage of the unsettled condition of
Germany at the time of Otto Ill's death, Boleslav proceeded
to expand his duchy westwards and to conquer the territory
lying between Poland and Germany proper, including
Lausitz, the East Mark as far as the Elbe, and even the Mark
of Meissen, which was vacant owing to the murder of Eckhard.
He then went himself to Merseburg toobtain Henry's consentto
the retention of these conquests. Henry indignantly refused
and invested Eckhard's brother Gunzelin with the Mark of
Meissen. Boleslav promptly turned south and, taking
advantage of the civil war in Bohemia, first of all restored
the expelled duke Boleslav, and then displaced this namesake
of his and had himself proclaimed duke. Once more Henry
refused his recognition without avail, and he was further
embarrassed in 1003 by the revolt of the Babenberg family and
their alliance with Boleslav. In the next year, however, he
did succeed in expelling Boleslav from Bohemia, over which
he restored his own suzerainty and appointed Jaromir as
duke. But this was the limit of his achievement against the
Polish duke. Repeated campaigns—in 1005, 1007, 1010-12,
1015-18—all resulted in failure. He had the support of
Bohemia, and even of the Wendish tribes, an alliance with
pagans iigainst a Chris Lian duke which gave great offence in
Saxony ; but all to no purpose. He was forced at last to
make peace with Boleslav at Bautzen in 1018, ceding to him
Lausitz (whether as a fief or in full possession is uncertain).
Boleslav, too, was anxious for peace ; his ambition was now
turned eastward towards RuSvsia, and he proceeded success-
fully to attack the principality of Kiev, At the end of
Henry's reign he displayed his independence, with some
justification, by assuming the title of king.
Henry's	While he was thus unable to maintain his suzerainty over
failure m an castern state, Henry II was also unsuccessful in his
attempt to convert a protectorate over a western State into
actual possession. Burgundy was important to the German
king because of its connexion with Italy, and Otto I had
assumed authority over its king before undertaking his first
Italian expedition. Rudolf III, who was now on the throne,
was the last male of his line, and various claimants were

